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Hi, Ben here, thank you for requesting your free report:  

“Life Changes. So Can Your Insurance Needs!” 

Please read through this information, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call 

me. I look forward to speaking with you. 

We are a full-service insurance company, locally owned and operated, in Elk River, 

MN! Check out our website by clicking the link: North Central Insurance.  

I can be reached at 763.241.7900 or send me an email: Email Ben Now. Enjoy 

your information and once again, thank you for taking your time to check us out. 

Have a great day!  

 

 Ben Bauman 

 

10 Ways to Save on Your Car Insurance 

 

https://northcentralinsurance.com/
mailto:ben@northcentralinsurance.com


Car insurance is a necessary expense for many people, and there are a variety of 

ways to save on this household cost once you know what it takes. To get started, 

gather your personal information, determine your budget and then consider the 

insurance coverage that you think will best safeguard you and your lifestyle. 

Here are 10 ways to save on your car insurance: 

1. Gather Specifics About Your Car and Its Primary Drivers 

One way to begin the process of shopping for car insurance to get the most value for 

your money is to gather all the information an insurance carrier needs to offer you 

the best possible rate.1 Start by compiling this basic information before you shop for 

quotes: 

• Make and model year of your car. You'll find it on your car's registration. 

• Vehicle Identification Number, or VIN. This is located on the inside of the 

driver's side door pillar. 

• Your car's safety features, including lane departure warning system, forward-

collision warning and a back-up camera. 

• The anti-theft devices you use, including such mechanisms as an electronic 

tracking device or a steering wheel lock. Along with understanding the anti -theft 

features, you’ll want to take note of where you will be parking your vehicle. 

Consider the difference between parking your car in your garage versus parking 

it on the street or in locations outside of your home. 

• An estimate of how many miles you drive annually, plus your home and work 

addresses. 

• A list of everyone who will drive the car, their ages and any driver safety 

course’s they have completed. Many insurance companies also want to know 

who in your household is of legal driving age, what their license status is (such 

as whether they have a learner’s permit or a suspended license, for example) 

and whether other drivers in your household have their own insurance. 

Depending on the state, this can help the insurance agent determine who 

should be listed and considered for your quote. 

With this information, an insurance carrier can suggest the best coverage and rates 

for you and your lifestyle. 

2. Research How Much Car Insurance Costs Before You Buy or Lease 

When you buy or lease a car, it can be tempting to get a brand-new car or trade in 

your practical family vehicle for a sports car. Just keep in mind that the type of car 

you drive may impact your insurance coverage and rate. Be sure to check the cost of 

insurance before you finalize your car purchase or lease. Insurance rates may vary 

widely depending on the type of car, repair costs, safety record and many other 

subjective points.2 
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3. Research All Car Insurance Coverage Requirements 

Each state has specific requirements for car insurance coverage. 3 Coverage may 

become more complicated when a financial institution owns the vehicle you drive, so 

if you’re taking out a loan to make the car purchase, keep in mind that the lender 

may require you to have specific insurance that might otherwise be optional. 4 One 

example is collision insurance that pays for the repairs of damage to your car 

sustained during an accident. Another example is comprehensive coverage, which 

typically covers the loss of the car for theft, fire and other damage due to non-

accidents. Find out what coverage you need and the cost before you buy or lease. 

4. Decide What Additional Coverage You Need 

It may seem counter-intuitive but buying additional car insurance coverage may save 

you money.5 Weighing the options for additional coverage will help you to ensure you 

are well protected. Consider how your finances might be impacted if you're involved 

in an accident, and the injuries or damages exceed the amount covered by 

insurance. You purchase car insurance to help protect against the potential costs of 

a theft or accident, so be sure to talk to your insurance agent or carrier for 

professional guidance on the appropriate level of coverage for you. 

In addition, there are other coverage options that may save you money. What if your 

financed car is totaled? Can you afford to pay the entire loan? In this case, you may 

want to consider GAP insurance, which covers the difference between what your 

vehicle is currently worth, which is what your standard insurance typically will pay, 

and the amount you owe on it.6 

Again, your insurance agent or carrier can help guide you through the available 

options. 

5. Save Money with Accident Forgiveness 

Having a clean driving record is one thing that typically can help you to qualify for 

lower premiums. But there are times when even a good driver can have an accident. 

You may want to consider looking into potential savings through Accident 

Forgiveness and Minor Violation Forgiveness, if available in your state. These 

optional features can help you avoid a premium increase following your first covered 

accident or minor violation. There are also other features that can help provide 

peace of mind, such as Decreasing Deductible and a Total Loss Deductible 

Waiver. Ask your insurance agent about these plans, if you fit the bill as being 

a responsible driver because of your good driving record. Some carriers – in select 

states – also offer a program that uses smartphone technology to capture and score 

driving behavior of drivers covered on your policy, which could result in savings both 

in your first term and at renewal. It’s another option to explore when you’re a good 

driver and looking to save on your car insurance. 
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6. Determine What Car Insurance You May Not Need 

If you own an older car and are looking to trim your expenses, you may consider 

dropping collision and comprehensive coverage. You’ll want to consider how much 

your older car is worth when you consider the cost of your premium including 

collision and comprehensive coverage. Be sure to also consider your individual 

driving situation to base your cost-cutting efforts on all the factors that could help you 

determine if this is a wise choice for you. With an older car, you may be paying 

premiums that total more than your car's value. Typically, if your car is worth less 

than 10 times the insurance premium, it may not be cost effective to keep that part of 

your coverage.7 

7. Life Cycle Events Can Save Car Insurance Costs 

One thing you can count on is that life will sometimes bring changes in your lifestyle 

and circumstances, so it’s smart to consider how these changes may or could affect 

your car insurance costs. For example, did your child go away to school? Perhaps 

there’s a Student Away at School discount you can explore. Did you buy a home? 

Maybe you can explore a Multi-Policy Discount and get the benefit of bundling your 

policies. These are some of the events that may help lower your car insurance rate. 

It’s a good idea to notify your car insurance agent when you have a major life event 

such as these, to have a conversation to ensure you’ve got the best coverage for 

your current life needs. 

8. Choose the Deductible That Is Right for You 

Your car insurance deductible is the amount you’ll pay out of pocket before your 

insurance kicks in. The lower the deductible, the less you’ll pay out of pocket if an 

accident occurs. Selecting a higher deductible may lower your car insurance 

premiums. 

For example, if you choose a $1,000 deductible and have an accident causing 

$2,000 in damage, you would pay the first $1,000 of a covered loss before insurance 

kicks in. 

9. Compare Car Insurance Companies and Costs 

With many things we buy nowadays there are choices. Many of us wouldn't  think of 

buying a product or service without comparing prices, the value you get for your 

money, and the reputation of the provider. You may want to consider using the same 

philosophy when you purchase car insurance. Do your homework and then talk to 

your insurance agent or carrier about what your needs are. 8 
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10. Ask Your Agent About Available Discounts 

It’s a good practice to check in with your insurance agent at least annually to find out 

if you are eligible for a better car insurance rate. You may receive discounts if 

you bundle coverage, such as buying insurance for your home and car from the 

same company. As mentioned earlier, safe driving records and extra safety features 

on a car may also lower rates. Ask your insurance agent about any new offerings or 

gaps in your coverage to determine the best coverage for you. 9 

Now that you’ve got some ideas on how to save on your car insurance, you may 

want to check with your carrier to review your coverage.  

 

You can get a quote or meet Ben Bauman. 

 

Accident Forgiveness 

For drivers with good driving records, Travelers offers Accident 

Forgiveness when you choose to purchase one of our Responsible 

Driver Plans. 

Responsible Driver PlanSM 

For extra peace of mind consider the Responsible Driver Plan which offers Accident 

Forgiveness and Minor Violation Forgiveness. Accident Forgiveness and Minor 

Violation Forgiveness are optional features that can help you avoid a premium 

increase following your first covered accident or minor violation. 

 

Accident Forgiveness 

With our Responsible Driver Plan, this feature forgives one accident every 36 

months, helping to protect your premium from isolated mishaps. 

Minor Violation Forgiveness 

With our Responsible Driver Plan, this feature forgives one minor violation every 36 

months so you won’t pay more for your car insurance solely due to your first minor 

traffic violation as a Travelers customer. 

Premier Responsible Driver Plan® 

For greater peace of mind, Travelers offers the Premier Responsible Driver 

Plan which, in addition to the accident and minor violation forgiveness benefits in 

the Responsible Driver Plan, includes Decreasing Deductible® and Total Loss 

Deductible Waiver features. When you purchase the Premier Responsible Driver 
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Plan, your deductible can decrease over time providing you with a potential savings 

of up to $500 or may be waived entirely in the event of a total loss. 

Decreasing Deductible®  

With the Premier Responsible Driver Plan, for every 6 months that all drivers on the 

policy are accident or major violation free, there will be a $50 earned credit  up to 

$500 that will be applied toward the deductible in the event of a covered loss. 

Total Loss Deductible Waiver 

When you purchase the Premier Responsible Driver Plan you won’t have to pay a 

deductible if your car is totaled. 
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